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The Branch Chairman suffered a skiing accident. We wish her a full and rapid recovery

                                                         oooooOooooo

Chairman’s Message

The euro sceptics have jumped aboard the latest global problem and are trying to suggest, without much credibility, that the EU is being damaged by the crunch more than anyone else. Indeed, Bill Cash has suggested that the proposal for a European financial regulatory authority would be “potentially disastrous” for the EU. In fact the UK is in a much more stable position than it would have been if we had not joined what is now the world’s greatest market with 500 million consumers.

We have to take every opportunity to explain to a wide audience how comparatively well we have done as members of the EU. East Kent European Movement is planning a series of events with Government speakers, euro enthusiastic front bench Conservative and Lib Dems. These senior politicians agree with us and will encourage the electorate in all parties to go and vote for europhile MEPs on June 4th. Let me know if you would like to be involved and advise me if you have any good contacts and or ideas for meetings or other events to encourage a good turnout on 4th June.(mtomison@politicseurope.com)

Czech Presidency/ British jobs for British workers
The kindest that can be said about both of these subjects is the least.
The Czech State President is a naysayer. He does not believe in climate change and regards the EU as like a Communist State. He plays little part in the Czech Presidency of the Council of the EU.
Lisbon and Dublin - a Tale of Two cities
Opinion polls suggest that despite the deep unpopularity of the Irish government a second referendum, expected in October, will endorse ratification of the Lisbon treaty.
“Private Eye” had some fun with the Irish No. It reported that Europe had decreed that (like pork and beef from contaminated Irish farms) the negative vote last June was toxic and must be withdrawn from circulation.

Just about the most useful thing the Lisbon Treaty does is  to reduce the number of Commissioners to a manageable size – as  the Nice Treaty, 2000, already stipulated. As a concession to Irish voters the Union risks being stuck indefinitely with x Commissioners for x Member States, with phony job creation for the superfluous among them.
Even more damagingly, Irish insistence on “having our own Commissioner” perpetuates the myth according to which Commissioners “represent” the country which nominates them. Member States are  represented by their officials and Ministers. Commissioners take an oath, or make an affirmation, of their independence. 
Question: how can the Member States  decide to change the Treaty provision which stipulates that the number of Commissioners shall be less than the number of Member States ? 
Answer: The Treaty says that the European Council, acting unanimously, can change the provision. It has agreed to do so, when the Treaty comes into force. Irish skeptics retort that if the Treaty can be changed so easily, it could easily be changed back again
An Irish journal also had its fun. It recalled the episodes in the “Dallas” saga of the Eighties when Bobby, “JR” Ewings’s brother, was killed off. He came back to life and his disappearance became a dream sequence. The paper suggested that the June 2008 vote in Ireland to reject the Lisbon Treaty is similarly being rubbed out.

As we write: Germany has not ratified, awaiting a judgment from the Constitutional Court (June?). Poland has not ratified, awaiting Presidential signature. The Czech Republic has not ratified, awaiting action by its Europhobic President. The Economist newspaper has already written the Treaty off.
A problem with time
A new Commission is due to be installed in October. By  then the Lisbon Treaty may have been ratified, but almost certainly not yet brought into force. The new appointments would therefore be subject to the provisions of the Nice Treaty, 2000, which reduces the size of the college of Commissioners. The Nice Treaty does not provide for what it says about the size of the Commission to be changed. There is a prospect of Commissioners-in-place and Commissioners-in –waiting – for Lisbon to legalise them
Britain and Europe, the uneasy partnership.

The Eurobarometer opinion surveys published at the tail end of 2008 give Europhiles furiously to think. See the following reconstructed table:
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Membership is a good thing




             53          32

Membership has brought benefits




             56          39

The image of the EU is positive




             45          26
Trust in the Commission





             47          27*
Trust in the EP






             51          27*
Use the budget for employment and social measures                                            26          10
Current EU situation is good




             33          19

* UK is the only Member state where the NO response exceeds the YES

If you are male, 15-24 and still studying you are percentage-wise more positive about the EU than the sample at large. Even if you are, and the more so if you are not, you have a lot of work to do.
More enlargement, coming?
In a little noticed speech delivered in Bruges in November 2008, the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary said:

“The goal must be a multilateral free trade zone around our periphery – a version of the European Free Trade Area – that should gradually bring the countries of the Maghreb, the Middle East and Eastern Europe in line with the Single Market, not as an alternative to membership but potentially as a step towards it “

This is new and not lacking in boldness. First the countries mentioned should form a free trade area; it should become a version of the European Economic Area;(Switzerland, Iceland, Norway), its members should then join the EU.
Ignorance is bl****

The European Court of Human Rights has ruled that the DNA of innocent persons may not be held in police records.

A radio commentator remarked that it showed what Europe could do for us. Another rejoined that he wished we had done it for ourselves instead of “depending on Brussels”.

First error: the European Court of Human Rights is an institution of the Council of Europe, not one of the EU.

Second Error: the European Court of Justice, if intended to be the object of the remark, sits in              Luxembourg.
The Recession

Some thought that the thinly concealed criticism of the EU response to the economic downturn in our last issue was unfair. It is worthwhile to read what the German Foreign Minster, made of the December meeting of the European Council. His colleague the Finance Minister, not one who thought that the UK had “saved the world, had earlier criticized the British recovery plan The Foreign Minister was fittingly more diplomatic. He considered that there were bound to be differences in the approach of a service-based economy and one which, like Germany’s, is based on manufacture.

Applauding the EU decision to commit $200 billion to recovery he noted that it covered a mix of European and national instruments. He described it as the logic of the Single Market that responsibility rests both with the Member States and with Europe as a whole: “consultation, coordination and where possible joint action are also in the interest of Member States.” (Emphasis added.) Readers will notice a certain softening of the message which preaches that Europe is at its best when its members act together.  Later than most of the partners Germany moved to fiscal stimulus and bail-outs.  Most readers would wonder what is meant by “mitigating the pro-cyclical effects of regulatory measures in order to constrain the amplifying impact of financial market fluctuation on the real economy.” Your editor thinks it means that tight financial regulation can drive markets down, the converse of light regulation allowing markets to soar.
The G20 meeting in Berlin in February rehearsed the catalogue of proposals currently in play. It seemed to be addressing some of its own participants by declaring that all countries have a duty to resist protectionism It made it a first priority – not for the first time - to achieve a breakthrough in the Doha Round of world trade negotiations. The Economist newspaper believes that Doha is dead.
The Berlin meeting reached agreement on : acting against tax havens (and Swiss secrecy),developing an early warning system; preventing excessive bonuses; limiting “distortions to competition to an absolute minimum” – but not saying “Never”; doubling the funds of the IMF; establishing “supervisory colleges” to oversee cross-border financial operations. Shortly afterwards the Commission, which had attended the meeting, came up with a different proposal – a Union regulator.  There is a long way to go before the “global new deal” takes  shape.
New Members

There is growing concern about the financial situation in several of the states which joined the Union in 2004-2007. The problem is illustrated by two measures, comparing 2007 with 2008:


    % loss local currency/US$ 

% loss, stock market       

              Eurozone

16



61
              Czech Republic                  25



71

Hungary                             26



72

 Poland


36                                                     74
Hungary is  paying 11.71% on long government bonds (Euro : 2.99, UK 3.45).The new members will continue to receive support from the Union, as well as world institutions, but the necessary scale will alarm the older Member States, notably Portugal ,Italy, Ireland, Greece and Spain, faced with crushing debt, employment and budget  problems of their own.
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