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Dear Members

The Nordic Countries and the EU
You will remember that we planned a talk on the above subject last November, accompanied by a Scandinavian supper. It turned out to be the night of the great floods, and although most of the members managed to come our speaker, Christian Thorning, thought it wiser not to risk the journey from London.  He readily accepted our invitation to visit us later, and we hope that he will now enjoy a lovely summer evening for his first visit to the Lakes.  A notice with details is attached.  
There are distinct similarities between the attitudes of people in Britain and  Denmark towards membership of the EU.  The majority of Danes are said to have a positive view of the advantages of membership, but there is some strong resistance centred around the People’s Party, not unlike but perhaps more influential than UKIP.   Mr Thorning will concentrate on his own country in his talk, but we have asked him to touch on Norway’s reasons for remaining outside the EU and Iceland’s current application to join.  There will be plenty of time for questions. 
We were disappointed with the size of the audience for the meeting with Sarah Lambert last week; those who did come enjoyed an excellent talk, followed by many questions and a lively discussion, as well as a very good dinner.  We very much hope that more will turn out to hear Christian Thorning.  We should however be grateful for any comments you may have on the format of our meetings, which the committee intends to discuss in the near future.  Would you, for example, prefer to have a talk at 7.30 pm preceded not by a buffet but simply a glass of wine, at a modest charge?  We have not yet decided how to arrange the meeting with Dr Harold Elletson (on Russia & the EU) on October 8, and your ideas would be welcome.  Please send me an email or ring me (01 15394 44484) before the end of June.  (I shall be away on holiday in the first fortnight of June.) 
Briery Wood Hotel, where we meet on June 18, is on A591 between Brockhole National Park Centre and Langdale Chase hotel, on the opposite side of the road.  The sign at the end of its drive is prominent just after the 30 mph sign, coming from the south.  We are offered a 2-course meal of a lasagne (meat or vegetarian), accompanied by a range of salads,  dessert and coffee.  

Yours sincerely

(Mary Wane)

